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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 246356 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGSPFOR, SREF, AO, PO, US 

SUBJECT: MPLA ASSERTION OF CONTROL OVER LUANDA'S AIR TRAFFIC 

1. THE DEPT HAS RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING FBIS TRANSCRIPT: 

"THE GENERAL STAFF OF FAPLA HEREBY REQUESTS THE EMISSORA 
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FOLLOWING COMMUNIQUE: 

2. IN THE WAKE OF THE LATEST EVENTS IN LUANDA, CHARACTER- 
IZED BY THE BOMBING OF THE GOVT RADIO STATION AND OTHER 
PIRACTIC FLIGHTS BY AIRCRAFT OWNED BY THE REACTIONARY 
FORCES, CONSTITUTING THE OPENING OF ANOTHER BATTLEFRONT, 
THE FAPLA GENERAL STAFF IS COMPELLED TO ISSUE THE FOLLOW- 
ING ORDER: 

A. ALL AIRCRAFT TAKEOFFS AND LANDINGS, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, 
MUST BE COMMUNICATED TO THE FAPLA GENERAL STAFF. 

B. ANY AIRCRAFT FLYING OVER THE AIR SPACE OF THE 
CAPITAL WITHOUT PREVIOUSLY INFORMING THIS GENERAL STAFF 
WILL BE SHOT DOWN WITHOUT WARNING. 

C. THE FAPLA GENERAL STAFF WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
ANY AIRCRAFT THAT MIGHT BE SHOT DOWN. 

D. THE PROVISIONS OF THIS COMMUNIQUE ARE APPLICABLE TO 
ALL CITIES LIBERATED BY THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE FROM THE YOKE 
OF THE AGENTS OF INTERNATIONAL IMPERIALISM. 

LUANDA, 10 OCTOBER 1975. SIGNED COMMANDER CHIETO, 

FAPLA GENERAL STAFF." 

3. WHILE WE HAVE SEEN NO REPORTS OF COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT 
HAVING BEEN THREATENED OR HARASSED SINCE PUBLICATION 

OF COMMUNINQUE, MPLA'S ACTION DOES POSE POTENTIAL THREAT 
TO OUR REFUGEE EVACUATION AIRCRAFT WHICH DEPT BELIEVES 
SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO ATTENTION OF PORTUGUESE AUTHORI- 
TIES. THEREFORE REQUEST EMBASSY LISBON AND CONGEN 
LUANDA CONVEY TO APPROPRIATE PORTUGUESE AUTHORITIES 
OUR CONCERN FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR REFUGEE FLIGHTS, 

OBTAIN THEIR ASSURANCES THAT PORTUGUESE WILL EXERCISE 
EFFECTIVE SECURITY AT LUANDA AIRPORT AND ITS APPROACHES, 
AND SEEK THEIR COOPERATION IN PREVENTING THE MPLA FROM 
ENDANGERING OUR FLIGHTS IN ANY WAY. IN VIEW OF UNACCEPT- 
ABLE POLITICAL CONNOTATIONS ATTACHED TO MPLA DEMAND THAT 
IT CLEAR ALL FLIGHTS, YOU SHOULD MAKE CLEAR TO 
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PORTUGUESE WE WILL CONTINUE TO DEAL WITH THEM RATHER 
THAN MPLA ON THIS ISSUE. FOR SAME REASON, CONGEN LUANDA 
SHOULD NOT DISCUSS THIS MATTER DIRECTLY WITH MPLA 
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